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this occasion in the guise of black stones, in order to
escape observation. I do not know where this idea
came from. It cannot have come from Lawrence,
as he was not there. What we did actually do was
to hide in the disused grain-pits whenever a machine
flew by, and to send all the camels far away, from
dawn to dusk, with orders to the men who were with
them to stay quite still and not to look up at
aeroplanes.
Early on the morning of the ssnd, Kirkbride and
I were frying sausages for breakfast when I heard a
louder roar of engines than before, and shouted the
usual warning. I was always the first to hear aero-
planes, as my grain-pit was roofed over by my tiny
bivouac tent, and the sound came to me sooner than
to others. Looking up, I saw three machines com-
ing straight at us from the north, and thought we
were discovered at last, but as they approached I
saw the Allied markings and rushed out with a
landing-signal. One by one the three machines
landed on our cleared ground without mishap and
out stepped Lawrence, who had been to look for us
at Umm Taiyeh with news from G.H.Q,. This is the
message he had brought from General Allenby to
Sherif Feisal, dated the soth September :
" I send Your Highness my greetings and my
most cordial congratulations upon the great achieve-
ment of your gallant troops about Deraa, the effect
of which has, by throwing the enemy's communica-
tions into confusion, had an important bearing upon
the success of my own operations.
cc Thanks to our combined efforts, the Turkish
army is defeated and is everywhere in full retreat.
" This morning my cavalry occupied Afuleh, and
pushing thence rapidly south-eastward, entered